VII

CONDITIONS  FOR THE
SUCCESS  OF SOCIALISM

THE fundamental ideas of Communism are by no
means impracticable, and would, if realized, add
immeasurably to the well-being of mankind. The
difficulties which have to be faced are not in regard to
the fundamental ideas, but in regard to the transition
from capitalism. It must be assumed that those who
profit by the existing system will fight to preserve it,
and their fight may be sufficiently severe to destroy all
that is best in Communism during the struggle, as well
as everything else that has value in modern civiliza-
tion. The seriousness of this problem of transition is
illustrated by Russia, and cannot be met by the
methods of the Third International. The Soviet
Government, at the present moment, is anxious to
obtain manufactured goods from capitalist countries,
but the Third International is meanwhile endeavour-
Ing to promote revolutions which, if they occurred,
would paralyse the industries of the countries con-
cerned, and leave them incapable of supplying Russian
needs.
The supreme condition of success in a Communist
revolution is that it should not paralyse industry. If
industry is paralysed, the evils which exist in modern
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